[bookmark: _GoBack]Key Changes to the NEL LSCB procedures April 2017
Managers and practitioners need to ensure they are aware of the key changes to the NEL Procedures and expectations of workers.  A small number of key changes have been made.
Of particular note is the changes to the definition of “Child Sexual Exploitation”.

Of further note is the addition of guidance on “Modern Day Slavery” within the “Trafficked Children guidance”.

Please follow the link to the LSCB procedures http://www.proceduresonline.com/nelincs/lscb/

CSE 
The revised definition for Child Sexual Exploitation in has been added along 
with links to Child Sexual Exploitation: Definition and Guide for Practitioners (DfE 2017).

Anti-Bullying
Links have been added  into Further Information to Preventing and Tackling Bullying - Advice for Head-teachers, Staff and Governing Bodies (Department for Education, 2014) and Advice for parents and carers on cyberbullying (Department for Education, 2015).

Children Affected by Gang Activity and Youth Violence
In Protection and Action to be Taken/The Local Picture, if the Police issue an Osman Warning (threat to life warning), it should trigger an automatic referral by the Police to Children’s Social Care unless to do so would place the child at greater risk.

Domestic Abuse
In April 2017, links were added to the NE Lincs SCB Domestic Abuse Webpage, Royal College of Nursing - Domestic Abuse: Professional Resources and the revised DOH guidance Responding to domestic abuse: a resource for health professionals (DOH 2017).

Trafficked Children (Modern Day Slavery)
In the section on Issues, information has been added on Modern Slavery where children/ young people are recruited, moved or transported and then exploited, forced to work or sold. Modern slavery is a form of organised crime in which individuals including children and young people are treated as commodities and exploited for criminal gain. Traffickers and slave drivers trick, force and/or persuade children and parents to let them leave their homes. Grooming methods are used to gain the trust of a child and their parents, e.g. the promise of a better life or education, which results in a life of abuse, servitude and inhumane treatment.

In cases where a child displays indicators that they may have been trafficked, whether from overseas or within the UK, social workers or other front line professionals should refer the case to the relevant competent authority by submitting a National Referral Mechanism referral form.

Child trafficking or child modern slavery is identified as child abuse which requires a child protection response (see Section 4, Protection and Action to be Taken). It is an abuse of human rights, and all children, irrespective of their immigration status, are entitled to protection under the law.

A link was added re the Duty to Notify, (Home Office, 2016) which provides a factsheet and poster that explains what you need to do if you think someone has been a victim of modern slavery.  An additional link was added to the National Referral Mechanism (Forms and Guidance) to refer potential victims of modern slavery/human trafficking to the NRM. See Further Information, and Protection and Action to be Taken sections above. 

The Modern Slavery Act 2015 includes two substantive offences i) human trafficking, and ii) slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour. Boys and girls of all ages are affected and can be trafficked into, within (‘internal trafficking’), and out of the UK for many reasons and all forms of exploitation - e.g. sex trafficking - children can be groomed and sexually abused before being taken to other towns and cities where the sexual exploitation continues.

Whistle Blowing or Raising Concerns at Work
This chapter was updated to explain that organisations should also refer to their agency’s whistleblowing guidance.

Children Missing from Home and Care
A note was added that a child who is Absent may be at risk for example of CSE and Police Risk Assessments should take account of those situations and may need to change the category to missing.
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