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Image: Volunteer Mike Gathercole learned last year how to fell a tree safely using hand tools.   Three members of Humber Conservation Volunteers are now qualified and experienced chainsaw operators. ‘The forthcoming introductory course, using hand tools, is a great way to start in hands-on nature conservation,’ says Mike.
HANDS UP FOR NATURE CONSERVATION!

Local volunteers are needed for an exciting, new conservation project following the awarding of a grant of over £50,000 to improve one of the largest woodlands on the south bank of the Humber for nature conservation.

Burkinshaw’s Covert, a 23-acre 19th Century woodland planted during the Parliamentary Enclosure of North and South Killingholme, was expanded to 85 acres when Lindsey Oil Refinery was constructed in the 1960s but until recent years remained almost unmanaged.  As a result, it teems with wildlife including badgers, deer, butterflies, birds and dragonflies which have gone unseen because of the security surrounding the site.
This ‘secret world’ is now being transformed to make it even better for wildlife and volunteers now play a vital role in its management.
‘Much of what has been done in the last four years to improve the site for wildlife has been done by harvesting the non-native poplar in commercial forestry operations and such as work by National Grid to create the butterfly and orchid lawns below the power lines, but the thousands of native trees and shrubs that have been planted at the site have all been planted by volunteers, every single one,’ says Alan Jones, conservation Officer for the Humber Nature Partnership (HNP). ‘It is one of the few ways that people can get to see this large and important home for wildlife,’ says Alan.
Volunteers are invited to join Humber Conservation Volunteers (HCV) in this and other local nature conservation projects in what is a very busy programme of habitat management at this and other sites this winter.

‘We’ve a 3-day ‘Introduction to Woodland Management’ course at Burkinshaw’s Covert which is free to join, from the 16th to the 18th of September this year, followed by a 2-day hedgelaying course at Goxhill in October where volunteers can learn the traditional and ancient craft of hedgelaying,’ says Mike Gathercole from HCV, ‘with a host of practical projects at weekends and midweek all across the South Bank from South Ferriby to Stallingborough.’

The new funding for Burkinshaw’s Covert comes from Landfill Tax and has been provided by LandTrust Limited with support from Able UK, developers of the multi-user facility for the marine renewables sector on the Humber, coming in addition to the regular support from Total Lindsey Oil Refinery and the National Grid investment which has developed the project so far.  Humber Nature Partnership, formed this year by the amalgamation of the Humber Industry Nature Conservation Association and the Humber Management Scheme, is one of the most successful and active of the 48 Local Nature Partnerships which came out of the Government’s Natural environment White Paper in 2011.
For more information on forthcoming courses and activities, contact Alan at HNP on 01652 631 523, email alan.jones@humbernature.co.uk or look for Humber Conservation Volunteers on Facebook.

