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Introduction
Welcome to the second edition of North East Lincolnshire Council’s External Funding Bulletin. The 
bulletin provides details of new grant, loan or other funding opportunities available to businesses, 
community organisations and other groups across North East Lincolnshire. The list is not exhaustive and 
will be updated bi-monthly with more frequent funding alerts as required.

If you have any comments or queries regarding the bulletin please contact Chris Duffill, Inward 
Investment Manager (External Funding) at chris.duffill@nelincs.gov.uk or telephone 01472 324603.
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Name: Yorkshire and the Humber European Regional Development Fund Competitiveness 
Programme 2007-2013

What is it? Yorkshire and the Humber has been allocated over £470m of European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) resources over the period from 2007-2013. The programme 
supports business development, innovation and enterprise projects which create jobs 
and growth. 

The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) has issued a new call 
for projects against three programme priorities:

•	 1: Promoting innovation and R&D
•	 2: Supporting and stimulating successful enterprises
•	 3: Sustainable communities

Potential projects must be able to enter into a contract by 31 December 2013 and be 
completed by 30th June 2015. 

Who can apply Businesses, voluntary and community sector bodies, Universities, local authorities and 
other public sector organisations.

Deadline N/a

Minimum/maximum bid Minimum of £1m for projects seeking support under priorities 1 and 2; £500,000  
under priority 3.

Sector The programme prioritises the following sectors: creative/digital industries; advanced 
manufacturing and engineering; chemicals; bioscience and healthcare technologies; food 
and drink; environmental technologies and financial and business services.

Further details at https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/226049/YH_ERDF_-_Reserve_
list_call_for_proposals___prospectus__August_2013___1_.pdf

Business

Name: GROW: Offshore Wind

What is it? The Manufacturing Advisory Service and partners including Grant Thornton and 
Renewables UK are delivering the GROW:Offshore Wind programme for businesses in 
the offshore wind supply chain.

The programme provides a free business capability review alongside more in-depth 
business support and includes access to two main grant programmes:

•	 GROW:Offshore Wind which provides capital investment for manufacturing firms 
seeking to expand their operations

•	 Process Technology Innovation Grants to support the development of new 
processes/products.

Who can apply Manufacturing/engineering businesses targeting the offshore wind sector

Deadline N/a

Minimum/maximum bid £500,000 

Sector Manufacturing/engineering 

Further details at http://www.growoffshorewind.com/our-service/funding/

Name: Innovation Vouchers

What is it? Round 5 of the Technology Strategy Board’s Innovation Voucher scheme is now open.  

Innovation Vouchers help businesses develop their intellectual property and design new, 
innovative products or services. Vouchers may be used to meet the cost of external 
advice/support from an expert (where they are new to the business) rather than to fund 
general business needs such as training or equipment. 

Who can apply Small or medium-sized enterprises (with up to 250 employees)

Deadline 23 October 2013

Minimum/maximum bid Funding of up to £5,000 is available

Sector All

Further details at https://vouchers.innovateuk.org/
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Housing and regeneration

Name: Advanced Manufacturing Supply Chain Initiative: Round 4

What is it? The Advanced Manufacturing Supply Chain Initiative (AMSCI) provides funding for projects 
which address barriers to growth and improve the competitiveness of the UK’s advanced 
manufacturing supply chains.  The Government has allocated over £120m to AMSCI 
between 2012-2015.

The programme is managed by the Technology Strategy Board. AMSCI projects must be 
led by businesses, include at least one original equipment manufacturer (OEM) or a direct 
supplier to the OEM and involve collaboration across the supply chain. They also should 
contribute to delivery of the Government’s industrial strategy and to carbon reduction 
plans.

Who can apply Businesses or research institutions

Deadline 16 October 2013

Minimum/maximum bid The minimum bid is £2m; there is no maximum bid threshold.

Sector Manufacturing/engineering

Further details at https://www.innovateuk.org/competition-display-page/-/asset_publisher/RqEt2AKmEBhi/
content/amsci-advanced-manufacturing-supply-chain-initiative-round-4-?p_p_
auth=D8zyYLU1

Name: UK Steel Enterprise

What is it? UK Steel Enterprise Ltd (UKSE) is the wholly owned subsidiary of Tata Steel tasked with 
supporting economic regeneration and business growth in communities affected by 
changes in the steel industry. 

UKSE offers a mix of equity, loan and grant support for SMEs, including:

•	 the Access to Finance Grant scheme, available up to March 2015
•	 secured and unsecured business loans
•	 equity investment

which may be deployed separately or in combination.

Who can apply Start-up and established small/medium-sized enterprises 

Deadline N/a

Minimum/maximum 
bid

£25,000 to £750,000 

Sector All

Further details at http://www.uksteelenterprise.co.uk/finance_for_business.asp?nid=76&pid=7

Name: Our Heritage Programme

What is it? The Our Heritage programme is managed by the Heritage Lottery Fund and provides grants for 
heritage projects which deliver improved outcomes for heritage, people or communities. These 
can include works to restore historic buildings, enhance archaeological sites or projects which 
improve access to and interpretation of heritage assets.

Who can apply Private sector and not for profit organisations or consortia

Deadline Applications are considered every 8 weeks by HLF.

Minimum/
maximum bid

£10,000-£100,000

Sector N/a

Further details at http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/OurHeritage.aspx

Name: Green Deal Communities Local Authority Fund

What is it? This is a £20m capital funding programme from the Department of Energy and Climate Change 
to support local authorities, in partnership with Green Deal providers and other local partners, 
to develop innovative ways of increasing the take-up of the Green Deal.  

The GDC programme includes a further £1m to support local supply chain development of 
Green Deal installers and facilitate their entry into the market.

Who can apply Local authorities

Deadline 31 December 2013

Minimum/
maximum bid

£1 million- £3million

Sector Renewables

Further details at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/green-deal-communities
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Name: Post Office Community Enterprise Fund

What is it? Post Office branches in England (excluding Crown branches) can now apply to receive up to 
£10,000 to support the co-location of community services or facilities. These could include 
adult education classes, mentoring/advice services or providing a community hub or meeting 
space.

Who can apply Post office branches

Deadline 18th October 2013

Minimum/maximum 
bid

Bids may be made up to £10,000

Sector N/a

Further details at http://www.postoffice.co.uk/community-enterprise-fund

Name: Enriching Nature

What is it? Enriching Nature providers support for biodiversity conservation projects that benefit a single 
species or habitat. 

The programme is operated by SITA Trust, which receives funding from the waste 
management/landfill company SITA UK. Projects should focus on single species or habitats 
identified under the Natural and Rural Communities Act 2006 and be sited within 10 miles of 
a licensed landfill site.

Who can apply Not for profit organisations  

Deadline 6 December 2013 (expression of interest)

Minimum/maximum 
bid

Bids may be made up to £75,000.

Sector Community

Further details at http://www.sitatrust.org.uk/nature-funding

Name: Youth in Action Programme

What is it? The European Commission has announced a new call for proposals under its Youth in Action 
Programme. The €2.5m programme aims to build the capacity of local partnerships to deliver 
informal education opportunities to young people and youth workers and encourages the 
development of trans-national collaboration.

Financial assistance will not be granted for more than 50% of a project’s total eligible 
expenses. 

Who can apply Public, voluntary/community sector organisations or businesses delivering their corporate 
social responsibility objectives

Deadline 5 September 2013

Minimum/maximum 
bid

Maximum bid €100,000.

Sector N/a

Further details at http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2013:148:0004:0007:EN:PDF

Name: Cultural Destinations

What is it? The Cultural Destinations programme aims to bring together organisations in the cultural and 
tourism sectors to drive the growth of the visitor economy. Funding totalling just under £3.3m 
is available for the programme for 2013/14 and 2014/15.

Projects can include audience/visitor research; development of new cultural/visitor projects; 
marketing and promotional events; sector events/networking; and attendance at trade 
shows. Bids are to be submitted by partnerships which should include the Destination 
Organisation responsible for visitor marketing in the area.

Who can apply Consortia of visitor/cultural organisations/businesses

Deadline 26th September 2013

Minimum/maximum 
bid

£250,000-£350,000

Sector Cultural and tourism sectors

Further details at http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/apply-for-funding/cultural-destinations/

3:  Sport/arts and culture/community
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Environment, Economy and Housing Development Service

North East Lincolnshire Council

Municipal Offices, Town Hall Square,

Grimsby, North East Lincolnshire DN31 1HU

T: 01472 324603

E: chris.duffill@nelincs.gov.uk

W: www.investnortheastlincolnshire.co.uk Working in Partnership
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