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NORTH EAST LINCOLNSHIRE COMPACT – WINTER BULLETIN 2010 
 
 
THE FUTURE OF COMPACT 
 
As many of you will know, the Commission for the Compact was one of the QUANGOs 
the government recently announced would be abolished – the Commission will close at 
the end of March 2011. However, with senior figures in government, including the Prime 
Minister, publicly stating their support for the Compact and accepting that it needs to be 
strengthened in order to underpin the Big Society initiative, there is clearly a future for 
Compact at a national and local level. 
 
On 17 September, Compact Voice – the voice of the voluntary sector on Compact issues 
– announced the beginning of a new phase in the development of the Compact with a 
Renewed National Compact document.  
 
Compact Renewed 
 
To ensure Compact reflects priorities identified by the voluntary and community sector, 
and central and local government, the following aspects were reflected in the renewal 
process and it was agreed that the new Compact should: 
 

 provide more effective accountability 

 be easier to use and understand  

 be aligned to new policy initiatives such as the Big Society  

 remain relevant to challenges faced by the sector such as spending cuts and 
budget reductions 

 be used during major policy announcements or changes 
 
A ‘renewed’ national Compact document was released with the consultation closing on 29 
October. The draft document can be viewed here:  
 
www.compactvoice.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/20100920_renewed_compact_dra
ft.pdf 
 
North East Lincolnshire’s Compact Steering Group were given the opportunity to give 
their views on the draft document. The response was generally positive with particular 
support given to the brevity of the new document. A shorter Compact makes for a more 
accessible and easier to use document. At the Compact Steering Group on 18 
November, it was made agreed that if North East Lincolnshire was to renew its own 

http://www.compactvoice.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/20100920_renewed_compact_draft.pdf
http://www.compactvoice.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/20100920_renewed_compact_draft.pdf
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Compact, any future draft would look to maintain the best practice from the last five years 
of progress in partnership and cross-sector relationships.  
 
What Happens Next? 
 
At the time of writing, there has been no indication as to the timescale for the 
announcement of the new Compact. However, it is likely that any changes to the draft will 
be limited. Visit www.vanel.org.uk/compact/ for updates on any announcement.  
 
 
COMPACT AND THE BIG SOCIETY 
 

With the advent of the Big Society – a concept that most of us in the voluntary, 

community and public sector can identify with, even if we can’t quite put a finger on what 

it will look like - there is a wealth of new writing, opinions and ideas. Undoubtedly, there is 

a clear link between the cross-sector relationships supported by Compact and the 

developing agenda, but where do we go for a clearer picture?  

 

The Big Society Network thebigsociety.co.uk/ 

The Network is a group of citizens frustrated with the problems of modern Britain – from 
social isolation to community disintegration – and seeking to enable people to get 
involved in local solutions.  

Through the Big Society blog, the network hopes to share ideas, actions and debates 
about ‘big society.’  

The Big Society Awards www.number10.gov.uk/bigsocietyawards 

Prime Minister, David Cameron, has launched a series of awards for organisations that 

can show they are examples of the big society in action. 

The Big Society Award will be given to two or three organisations every month, for an 

indefinite period, chosen from nominations made on the Number 10 website. A panel of 

judges, including government ministers and officials, previous award winners, charities 

and businesses will decide who will receive the awards. 

Charities, community groups, businesses, local authorities and social enterprises are all 

eligible to win the award so long as they are able to illustrate ‘the big society in action’. 

Winners will receive a certificate and be invited to receptions at 10 Downing Street. In a 

statement, the Prime Minister said: ‘These awards are a chance to pay tribute to those 

making a valuable contribution to their community but, perhaps more importantly, I hope 

they will motivate others to take action.’ 

 

 

http://www.vanel.org.uk/compact/
http://thebigsociety.co.uk/
http://www.number10.gov.uk/bigsocietyawards
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Big Society Case Study – Harbour Place Day Centre 
 
Allen Young, Project Director at Harbour place has written a detailed case study of 
Harbour Place Day Centre and made it available for North East Lincolnshire’s Compact 
Members. Giving an overview of the work of the centre, its partnerships, monitoring and 
delivery mechanisms, it is a useful indication of the thinking behind one of Grimsby’s 
most successful partnership projects. 
 
The case study can be accessed here:  http://www.thrivepages.org.uk/compact/?p=149 
 
If you have a case study or would like to contribute to the Compact or Big Society agenda 
in North East Lincolnshire, log in and enter your comments on the Compact webpage at: 
 
www.thrivepages.org.uk/compact/ 
 
 
COMPACT AND PUBLIC LAW 
 
VANEL, in partnership with the NAVCA Public Law Project is running “A Beginners 
Guide to Public Law”  - a briefing to help participants understand public law and how to 
use it. It takes place on:  
 
Friday 10th December, 12 noon – 1.30pm.  
 
The session is at Melbourne House, Town Hall Street, Grimsby and is free to attend, 
although booking is essential. 
 
To book or for more information contact: Vicky Hardy, Third Sector Hub Training 
Administrator at VANEL on 01472 231123 or email training@vanel.org.uk 
 
 
HUMBER INNOVATION PARTNERSHIP – REGIONAL COMPACT SURVEY 
 
As part of the Humber Innovation Partnership’s work to develop the profile and 
understanding of the Third Sector, the Federation of Local Development Agencies 
(FoLDA), which consists of the key voluntary and community sector infrastructure 
organisations in the local authority areas of Hull, the East Riding, and North and North 
East Lincolnshire, was commissioned in April 2010 to undertake research into the status 
of the Compact.  

 
The work was undertaken by lead voluntary and community sector agencies North Bank 
Forum, and Voluntary Action North East Lincolnshire, who agreed a common approach 
across North and South Banks. The work was based on the premise that Compact is an 
increasingly important tool for supporting relationships between the public and third 
sectors, and organisations working within those sectors. 
 

http://www.thrivepages.org.uk/compact/?p=149
http://www.thrivepages.org.uk/compact/
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Following highly successful challenge events at Barton’s Ropewalk in September and 
November, the project report was finalised. The recommendations for what needs to be 
done to support the development of Compact across the Humber are as follows: 
 

 Continue to raise levels of Compact awareness within both the public and 
voluntary and community sectors. 

 Develop Compact awareness with new and emerging partners, including GP 
consortia. 

 Ensure impact of Compact principles on the developing new relationship between 
the two sectors. 

 Develop robust and fit for purpose Compact arrangements in each area to support 
public sector funding reviews and emerging central Government policy. 

 Address the implications of the revised new National Compact and its 
implementation on a local level. 

 
In order to achieve these aims, maximise the learning from the project and create a 
greater consistency of good practice dissemination across the Humber, the reports 
proposes: 
 

 Establishment of a sub-regional network of Compact champions, using challenge 
sessions as a means of developing best practice on a local and sub-regional level 

 

 Sharing the learning from the work already undertaken by North Bank Forum and 
VANEL with all stakeholders across the sub-region.  

 

 Establishment of a sub-regional Compact email network as a means of sharing 
information and promoting communication between all stakeholders.  

 

 Holding a cross- authority Compact event will be held in November 2011 with all 
key stakeholders from across the sub-region to share the findings of the work and 
agree a programme of future Compact focused activity. 

 
 
COMPACT ONLINE 
 
For the latest information about Compact, log onto: www.vanel.org.uk/compact 

http://www.vanel.org.uk/compact

